PROVIDER SAMPLE LETTER

[Date]
The Honorable [First Name] [Last Name]
California State Assembly [or Senate]
State Capitol, Room [Room #]
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: OPPOSE Eliminating Quality Assurance Fee Exemption for residential living communities
Dear [Senator/Assemblymember [Last Name]:

[Introduce yourself , your community, and community characteristics.]
The governor has introduced in the May Revise a proposal that would eliminate the current exemption from the Quality Assurance Fee for residential living communities.  

Because communities like mine are largely “private pay” models, this proposal would be a new tax on seniors. If allowed to become law, this proposal would tax seniors simply for where they live.  My residents have done what society asked: they’ve been responsible, saved their money, planned and funded their own retirement.  For the legislature to tax these seniors who have done what society asked of them regarding retirement, while refusing to tax anyone else in California is a farce. As more seniors “spend down” their retirement savings, it will increase the financial burden on better-off residents forced to pay for residents that have out-lived their money.  Moreover, the proposal will cause several communities to cease operations of the skilled nursing facility, layoff caregivers, and reduce programs and services, resulting in even greater costs to the residents with any savings left.

This proposal is a poor idea because it will produce a net reduction in the quality of nursing home care, the exact opposite of what the QAF was intended to produce.  I respectfully urge a NO vote when this proposal comes to a vote.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Title]
