FAMILY MEMBER SAMPLE LETTER 
[DATE]
The Honorable [First Name] [Last Name]
California State Assembly [or Senate]
State Capitol, Room [Room #]
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: OPPOSE Eliminating Quality Assurance Fee Exemption for residential living communities
Dear [Senator/Assemblymember [Last Name]:

My name is ______________ and my (Father, Mother, Brother, Uncle, etc) is a resident at (Name of Facility), in (City, CA).  I am writing to respectfully urge you NOT to support the Governor’s call for eliminating (name of facility’s) exemption from paying a nursing home bed tax.  
My family did without and paid-off the mortgage to save the money needed to finance their retirement needs. Having saved to provide for themselves in retirement, the state is now telling private pay residents that their retirement savings must pay the nursing home (NH) bed tax on themselves, as well as the tax on NH care for all Medicare and Medi-Cal residents too.  This tax is blatantly unfair to private pay residents and is simply a tax on residents of retirement communities.  
The additional monthly fees required by this tax on retirement savings will force private pay residents to spend their resources faster, thus possibly forcing them onto Medi-Cal, ultimately at greater expense to the state.   Requiring private pay residents of retirement communities to pay the “provider tax” (aka: QAF) is an unfair tax on their retirement savings.  What informed private pay resident will go to a place where he/she is taxed solely because of their age and location.  Why are not 85 year olds living outside a retirement community forced to pay this tax? Why aren’t 35 year old persons made responsible for other 35 year olds they are somehow associated with them?  This is poor tax policy.  The cost of this tax is a societal issue, not just the responsibility of retirement community residents.
The residents and families associated with (name of facility) are looking to you to stop this unfair taxation.  I expect to hear from you concerning your position on this ill-conceived tax.. 
Sincerely,

